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SALVADORAN YOUTH LEAD THE WAY, DISTRIBUTING FOOD
BASKETS AND EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS IN MORAZAN

From December 2020 to January 2021, The Association for Educational Development (ADEES
Inc.) in El Salvador, supported a youth initiative to provide over 225 “Solidarity Food Baskets”
and other essentials, along with educational materials to families in rural Morazan, El Salvador,
in response to the urgent humanitarian crisis provoked by the COVID-19 pandemic and
mandatory quarantine.

Although the government provided a $300.00 subsidy to thousands of families in need,
thousands more were not taken into account because they were not registered for a gas subsidy.
The economic stress was particularly acute because of a reduction in remittances from
compatriots in the United States where the pandemic was also taking its toll on jobs and
therefore the ability to send money to families in El Salvador.

In December (2020) and January (2021), the strict quarantine in El Salvador made it even more
difficult to find work, and for a great majority of those in the informal labor market, it became
extremely difficult to  earn their daily bread.  In early January, ADEES convened a coordinating
committee to collect information from community based organizations to identify families in
need who have not yet been registered for the government’s subsidy program.

ADEES’s partners in El Salvador: Two youth groups, Organización Social Casa Abierta, OSCA and
Colectivo popular kilómetro 200+ distributed integral food baskets with the authorization of
government agencies and followed health and safety protocols to protect themselves and the
communities whom they served. Local ADEES coordinator, Mauricio Gonzalez, led the project.

https://www.facebook.com/adees.edu/photos
https://www.facebook.com/adees.edu/photos
https://www.facebook.com/OSCA2099
https://www.facebook.com/AudiovisualesKm200Mas


PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE EMERGENCY FOOD BASKETS

ACTUAL EXPENDITURES: ADEES - $4683.00 plus Local Contributions  of $300.00+.
Results reported by youth group partners: More than 225 families benefited from the solidarity
baskets. Families were selected from 13 municipalities of Morazán, and baskets were distributed
to 169 women and 56 men. The list of beneficiaries included--persons in extreme poverty,
unemployed, and who did not receive the government subsidy.

FUNDING SOURCES:

Funding for this emergency project came from individual contributors and businesses. We thank

individual donors; our sustainers, Dr. Alan Orellana, Dr. George Sochan, Rebecca Kahlenberg,

Carlos Parada; as well as local businesses, El Amate ( Ramon Arbaiza, owner- Edwin Arbaiza,

Manager), El Gavilan (Jose Jacinto Rivera), and Subway (Jose and Karen Ramos), all of whom



made this project possible.  In order to cover expenses, ADEES, in partnership with Cipotes

Unidos, held an online celebration (Pachanga), on December 19, 2020.  Thanks to DJ LOVO,

Francisco Lizama, and a special performance by Lilo Gonzalez.

SALVADORAN YOUTH LEADERSHIP IN ACTION!



Mauricio Gonzalez, ADEES local volunteer coordinator Youth Leaders at work

Recipients of the Solidarity Food Baskets

We welcome your support. Donations are tax-deductible. Checks payable to:
ADEES
705 Winhall Way
Silver Spring, MD 20904
ADEES is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt non-profit organization in the State of Maryland.


